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SUB J : POST AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS CONFERENCE REVEALS NEW GOALS 

SUMMARY: CHINA IS PLANNING TO LAUNCH A MAIOR PROGRAM TO 
UPGRADE AND EXPAND ITS POST AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
SYSTEM. A SPECIAL EMPHASIS WILL BE PLACED ON IMPROVING 
INTRA-PROVINCIAL COMMUNICATIONS, MODERNIZING TELEPHONE 
SWITCHING FACILITIES, INCREASED LINE CAPACITY, AND THE 
BROADSCALE INTRODUCTION OF A FACSIMILE TELEGRAPH 
SERVICE. THE PROGRAM APPEARS TO BE THE CONTINUATION 
OF A PROJECT THAT WAS INTIALLY LAUNCHED IN 1969, BUT 
WHICH SUFFERED AFTER 1974 FROM POLITICAL DISRUPTIONS 
AND THE GENERAL DOWNTURN IN THE ECONOMY. CHINA PROBABLY 
WILL HAVE TO RELY ON WESTERN ASSISTANCE, SINCE HER 
DOMESTIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS PRODUCTION CAPABILITY IS NOT 
ADVANCED ENOUGH TO MEET THE GOALS OF THE NEW PROGRAM. END 
SUMMARY. 

1 . A PROGRAM TO SYSTEMATICALLY DEVELOP TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
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IN THE PRC WAS REVEALED AT A NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON 
POSTS AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS WHICH ENDED IN PEKING ON 
JULY 30. ACCORDING TO A CONFERENCE REPORT BY POSTS AND TELE- 
COMMUNICATIONS MINISTER CHUNG FU-HSIANG, THE 1980 GOAL IS A MODERN 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SERVICE IN EACH OF CHINA'S MORE 
THAN 2000 COUNTIES. BY 1985, CHUNG STATED, ALL 
TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT IN THE COUNTRY WILL BE COMPLETELY 
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AUTOMATED WITH MODERN ELECTRO-MECHANICAL DEVICES. 

WITHIN THE CENTURY, HE ADDED, CHINA'S POST AND 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS SECTOR MUST CATCH UP WITH AND OUTSTRIP 
THE WORLD'S ADVANCE LEVEL. 

2. THE PROGRAM OUTLINED AT THE NATIONAL CONFERNCE 
APPEARS TO BE A CONTINUATION OF A PROJECT WHICH WAS 
INITIALLY LAUNCHED IN 1969. DURING THE PERIOD 1969 

TO 1974, CHINA CARRIED OUT A MAJOR PROGRAM TO CONSTRUCT 
A NATIONWIDE NETWORK OF WIDE-BAND CARRIER TELECOMMUNICA- 
TIONS TRUNK LINES CONSISTING OF BOTH MICROWAVE RADIO 
RELAY AND BURIED CABLE. FOLLOW-ON DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
SYSTEM- SUCH AS THE INTRODUCTION OF AUTOMATIC SWITCHING 
EQUIPMENT, CONSTRUCTION OF FEEDER LINES, AND THE 
GENERAL UPGRADING OF PROVINCIAL AND LOCAL COMMUNICATIONS- 
SUFFERED AFTER 1974 FROM POLITICAL DISRUPTIONS AND THE GENERAL 
DOWNTURN IN THE ECONOMY. 

3. ACCORDING TO AN EDITORIAL IN PEOPLE'S DAILY, 

AUGUST 7, 1977, THE MODERNIZATION PROGRAM WILL BE 
BOTH NATIONAL AND PROVINCIAL IN SCOPE. THE ARTICLE 
URGED THAT IN CARRYING OUT THE PROJECT THERE MUST BE 
"NO WAITING, NO RELIANCE ON OTHERS, AND NO ASKING 
FOR AID FROM ABOVE". THIS DOES NOT SUGGEST THERE 
WOULD BE NO REQUIREMENT FOR FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY. PRIOR 
TO 1975, WHEN THE PROJECT CAME TO A HALT. THE PRC 
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MADE NUMBEROUS INQUIRIES ABROAD FOR LARGE CAPACITY 
ELECTRO-MECHANICAL AND ELECTRONIC SWITCHING SYSTEMS 
AND TECHNOLOGY, WESTERN FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION EQUIPMENT, 
AND HIGH-CAPACITY MULTIPLEXING DEVICES TO INCREASE 
TELEPHONE CHANNEL CAPACITY.THERE IS LITTLE INDICATION 
THAT CHINA'S DOMESTIC TELECOMMUNICATIONS PRODUCTION 
CAPABILITY HAS IMPORVED SUFFICIENTLY OVER THE PAST 
FEW YEARS TO SATISFY THESE NEEDS WITHOUT WESTERN 
ASSISTANCE. 
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